	


Selectboard Meeting Minutes      August 10, 2026       Zoom Teleconference        5:30 pm

Call to Order: Andrew Baker called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. Others present: Selectboard members Rick LaPierre and Rod McBride and Town Administrator Terry Narkewicz. 

A motion was made by Rod, seconded by Rick, to approve the July 27 meeting minutes, as submitted. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.

Department Liaison Reports: 
Highway Department – Rod will be meeting with Jeff Johnston at Fiske Mill Road regarding a water issue. The crew is continuing to do roadside mowing.
Emergency Management – No word has been received regarding the grant for an emergency generator.
Police Services Advisory Committee – Chief Bardwell gave a full report on budgets to date. Both the operating and personnel budgets are on track. A discussion was held on police services capital projects. Buckland representatives questioned the definition of a capital project. The recent lighting update discussion may have been simply maintenance, not capital. The committee will next meet on October 22 where the discussion of capital projects will continue.
Sewer Commission – Andrew said the planned joint meeting with the Buckland sewer commissioners did not take place. No date for a new meeting was set. 
Pratt Library Trustees – A joint meeting with the Buckland trustees has not yet taken place.
Candidate Forum – The forum featuring the three candidates for State Representative will take place on August 11, at Memorial Hall. The focus will be on food and farming.

Appointments:
5:45 pm Faith Lally-Williams, Planning Board Chair RE: Introduction in New Role – Faith is the new Chair of the Planning Board. She thanked and acknowledged John Wheeler who was Chair for at least 15 years. John will be remaining on the Planning Board. The Planning Board is initiating meetings with their counterparts in Buckland, looking for commonality. There will be a joint meeting of the two boards in September at the Buckland Town Hall. The Planning Board also wants to discuss long-term planning with the Selectboard. Other items on the Planning Board’s agenda are 1) short-term rentals and making sure the procedure is not too difficult; 2) updating the housing plan; 3) working on a long-term strategic plan; and 4) sending a member to the Open Space Committee. They will also be looking at the ADU bylaw to check for clarity. Andrew said he looked forward to working with the planners on affordable housing and hoped the Planning Board could educate residents about the new floodplain bylaw.
6:00 pm Alain Peteroy, Franklin Land Trust RE: Gift of Conservation Restriction 62.37 acres, Taylor Road – The ridge top parcel had been donated to the Mount Grace Land Trust, that wishes to put a CR on the property, which would be held by the Franklin Land Trust. The parcel is primarily forested and very steep. It slopes down to Taylor Brook, which is a cold-water fishery. The parcel has been used for hunting, which will still be allowed, as will public access, agriculture, and timber harvesting. FLT will hold the CR and oversee the property on an annual basis. Alain had met with the Conservation Commission and they were supportive, signing a municipal certification attesting to the value of protecting the property. The Selectboard needs to support this CR with a vote. Rod was very familiar with the property, having hunted there. Rick agreed that a CR was appropriate for the property. Andrew questioned why a forested property would possibly be used for agriculture and was told that it had once been a pasture and the agricultural option was being kept open. Telecommunications towers will not be allowed and any solar facilities must be used on the property. Andrew asked if Mount Grace, as a non-profit, pays taxes. Alain said that FLT puts many of their properties in one type or another of Chapter 61 and thought Mount Grace did the same. That will be confirmed. A motion was made by Rick, seconded by Rod, to support the Conservation Restriction donated by Mount Grace Land Trust to Franklin Land Trust on the 62.37 acres on Taylor Road. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.

Old Business:
Pocket Park RE: Installation of Stone Benches – The slabs for the benches need to be cut to size and the surfaces finished. 
Disposition of Town-Owned Tax Title Properties – Rick had reached out to Sullivan & Sullivan Auctioneers. He learned they will be in town the week of August 24 to look at the properties. The auction will likely take place in October.
Memorial Hall Association Lease (expires 12/31/26) – Copy sent to Town Counsel – The Board had just received the red-lined copy of the lease from Town Counsel and was not prepared to discuss specifics at this meeting. Rick asked if the lease could be discussed in open meeting or if an executive session was needed, if raising the rent was an issue. Terry explained that a review of the lease by the Board would be done in an open meeting, but negotiations between two parties would require and an executive session. Andrew thought none of Town Counsel’s changes were too substantial. He asked the Board’s general experience with the lessee over the past decade. Rick and Rod had no problems. Terry said there were occasions when there was minimal disruption to the work place but individuals overseeing the operations were always receptive and had addressed any concerns. Andrew mentioned that the lessee had done major capital improvements. Should that be acknowledged? He felt the capital improvements should be taken into consideration when discussing the rent and asked about the across the board policy of renting town facilities. This will be continued at the next meeting.

New Business:
Carole Groman, 126 Bridge Street RE: Interest in Joining Cultural Council – Carole had sent a letter describing her background and had been recommended by the Chair of the Cultural Council. She would be replacing someone whose six-year term limit is expiring. A motion was made by Rick, seconded by Rod to appoint Carole Groman as the ninth member of the Cultural Council. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.
Four Phantoms Brewing Company RE: Request for One Day Wine and Malt License – Four Phantoms is requesting one-day licenses for August 29, September 13, 20, and 27 at Apex Orchards. The paperwork is in order. A motion was put forth by Rod, seconded by Rick, to grant the four one-day wine and malt licenses to Four Phantoms Brewing Company. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.

Any Other Business: None.
Next Meeting: The next regular Board meeting will be on August 24, via Zoom. The following meeting would fall on Labor Day. Whether that meeting will be cancelled or rescheduled will be discussed on August 24.

Correspondence: None.

Public Comment: None.

Adjournment: At 6:34 pm a motion was made by Rod to adjourn the meeting. This was seconded by Rick. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,
Faye Whitney, Recording Secretary
