Select Board Meeting Minutes      June 29, 2026       Zoom Teleconference        5:30 pm

Call to Order: Rick LaPierre called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. Others present: Selectboard members Rod McBride and Andrew Baker, and Town Administrator Terry Narkewicz. 

A motion was put forth by Rod to approve executive session minutes of June 15 as presented. This was seconded by Andrew. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.
A motion was made by Rick, seconded by Rod, to approve the June 15 meeting minutes, with two minor changes. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.

Department Liaison Reports: 
Police Department – A new monthly program will begin on July 1 at the Senior Center. Seniors will have a chance to meet with Detective Tucker Jenkins for informal discussions on the first Wednesday of each month.
Speed data is being collected on Water Street. The collection will take place over several weeks to determine how much of a problem speeding is on that street.
The contract with MassDOT has been amended to bring Shelburne police details in line with the Mass State Police certified detail rate.
The Energy Committee has received a grant of $4,915 to be used for the police station lighting plan. The proposed plan would save $1,300 per year in energy costs. The entire lighting project would cost $15,250. The Energy Committee will discuss this and take it to the Finance Committee, the discussion will then come back to the Selectboard.

Appointments: 
5:45 pm Joe Judd, Town Clerk RE: Town Seal – Joe said that Shelburne’s town seal is very generic compared with the seals of other towns. He had also discovered that the 1768 incorporation date on the seal is incorrect. Changing the seal requires a town meeting vote. Joe would like to have a Town Seal Redesign Committee that would review the seal, possibly make changes or design a new one, and report back to the Board. Joe said the purpose of the committee would not necessarily be to change the seal, but he has learned that the actual date of incorporation was 1775, when following the King of England decreeing that the colonies were in revolt, the provincial and continental congresses declared Shelburne and 34 other districts to be towns. The Board agreed that at the very least the incorporation date should be corrected. A motion was made by Rod, seconded by Andrew, to approve the formation of a committee, by Town Clerk Joe Judd, to be appointed to study the town seal and potential changes, and report back to the Selectboard. Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.

Old Business:
Pocket Park RE: Installation of Stone Benches – The stone slabs have now been cut. The installation is now waiting for an official written quote from Brent Steele who has agreed to do the work. The quote needs to be received by the end of the fiscal year. 
Disposition of Town-Owned Tax Title Properties – The Treasurer has contacted the two recommended Massachusetts auction companies that specialize in municipal auctions. Further discussion will take place once the companies have provided information.

New Business:
Buckland-Shelburne PTO Ocktoberfest, October 3, 2026 (10/17 Rain Date) – The PTO has applied for a street use permit. As yet there has been no approval from the police department. A motion was put forth by Andrew, seconded by Rod, to approve the permit for the PTO Ocktoberfest, subject to approval by the police department. Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.
End of Year Budgetary Transfers – The town accountant has asked the Board to approve transferring $28,148.96 from the Highway Salaries & Wages account to the Snow and Ice Removal account and to transfer $45 from the Veterans Service account to the Care of Veterans Graves account. A motion was made by Rod, seconded by Rick, to approved the transfers as listed. Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.

Any Other Business:
Iron Bridge Sidewalk – Residents have questioned why the sidewalk on one side of the Iron Bridge is closed. Rick said the state-owned bridge is 136 years old and inspections show that one stringer has no capacity for weight bearing, six need replacement, and 28 brackets need repair. Andrew wondered why, when the bridge had recently been under repair, were the issues not found at that time. Terry said that a person from Mass Highway said the degradation happened quickly.
Candidate’s Night – Andrew said that with three candidates vying for the position of State Representative, he would like to organize a candidate’s night, probably in mid-August. Andrew is working on getting the three candidates to agree on a date. The Memorial Hall Association has agreed to co-sponsor such an event, as will the Two-Town News. Andrew will also propose this idea to Buckland. Rick and Rod thought this was a great idea and are willing to have Shelburne also co-sponsor the event. 
CPA Funds – Rick would like to see the CPA funds accumulate so that they could be used for bigger projects. But he also thought the Board might want to consider applying for CPA funds to fix the Town Hall façade, which has missing mortar and bricks. Another use of CPA funds might be to replace the pothole viewing deck. Andrew pointed out that the Community Preservation Committee would have to agree to growing a nest egg or perhaps projects could be funded as multi-year projects.

Next Meeting: The next regular Board meeting will be on July 13, via Zoom. 

Correspondence: None.

Public Comment:
Jeff Boettner said there are graphic artists in town who might be interested in being on the town seal committee.
Owen Bragdon said he would be interested in joining the town seal committee.
Maya Winfrey noted that no future Board meetings had been posted on the website. She asked again for in-person meetings to resume and said it was her understanding that Falls Cable had offered to help set that up.


Adjournment: At 6:15 pm a motion was made by Rod to adjourn the meeting. This was seconded by Rick. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,
Faye Whitney, Recording Secretary
