

Select Board Meeting Minutes      June 15, 2026       Zoom Teleconference        5:30 pm

Call to Order: Rick LaPierre called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. Others present: Selectboard members Rod McBride and Andrew Baker, and Town Administrator Terry Narkewicz. 

A motion was put forth by Rod to approve meeting minutes of June 1 as presented. This was seconded by Rick. Roll call vote: Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 2-0-0.

Department Liaison Reports: 
FRCOG – Rod attended a FRCOG meeting regarding emergency management and the need for a West County ambulance service. No decisions were made. Rod had not realized that the area was in such need for another ambulance service.  

Appointments: 
5:45 pm Sheriff Lori Streeter RE: Proposed Behavioral Health Response Program – As Sheriff Streeter was having technical difficulties in joining the meeting, Franklin County Sheriff’s Office Chief of Staff Nicole Guertin explained the program. She said the need came to the sheriff’s office via Chief Greg Bardwell who explained that there was a gap in services regarding mental health responses. The sheriff’s office is willing to step in or partner with the police department to respond to calls and act as a bridge between on-going care and law enforcement response. Once called, the sheriff’s office would respond with a clinician and/or a care coordinator within 72 hours to work with residents to assess needs. Residents could decline the visit if they prefer. The sheriff’s office already has the trained staff to do this. Rick said that the Police Services Advisory Committee has already been filled in and has given its support for the program. The service is usually accessed after an officer responds and then starts the process with the clinician/caseworker. The police department identifies a concern and then follows through. The individual involved can refuse services. Chief Bardwell said that this program would fill in the grey areas as some situations are not a crisis, but help is still needed. He called this more of a “pro-active helping hand.” The sheriff’s office was thanked for helping to “bridge the gap.” The next steps will be taken by the Sheriff’s Department.

Old Business:
Pocket Park RE: Installation of Stone Benches/Volunteer Efforts – Andrew had met with Johanna Pratt of Ashfield Stone. She suggested a landscaping company that could install the stone benches and a quote was received. Andrew had another quote, this one from Brent Steele. Andrew recommended using Brent, as his quote was much more affordable. Terry asked to have Brent’s proposal, in writing, prior to the next meeting. It turns out that the stone has not yet been cut so no timetable for installation can be given.
Disposition of Town-Owned Tax Title Properties – Appointing a Tax Possession “Custodian” – MGL C. 60 S. 77B – Rick, Terry, the town treasurer, and the assistant assessor met to go over the process for disposing of the properties. Treasurer Angel Bragdon has reached out to the town’s tax title attorney and learned that the first step is to appoint a custodian, which is usually the treasurer. Angel has agreed to be the custodian. As provided under MGL Chapter 60, Section 77B, Rick moved to appoint Angelina J. Bragdon, Town of Shelburne Collector of Taxes and Treasurer, as Tax Possession Custodian who shall have the care, custody, management and control of all property acquired by foreclosure, deed in-lieu of foreclosure, by treasurer’s deed or legislative act for unpaid taxes, and who shall facilitate the sale of Tax Possession property under MGL Chapter 60, Section 77B. This was seconded by Rod. Roll call vote: Andrew – no; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 2-1-0. Angel will now reach out to the two recommended auction companies.

New Business:
Shelburne Grange RE: July 4th Parade Permit Request – The traditional Fourth of July parade will line up at 11 am at the former Buckland maintenance area, with the parade stepping off at noon. It will cross the Iron Bridge to Bridge Street, then Main Street, and end at BSE. A motion to approve the parade permit was put forth by Rod, seconded by Andrew. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.
Incandescent Brewing RE: One Day Beer & Wine Requests 8/9/2026 and 9/16/2026 – Incandescent Brewing would be serving at two events, both located at Apex Orchard. The paperwork was all in order. A motion was put forth by Rod, seconded by Andrew, to approve the One-Day Beer and Wine Licenses for Incandescent Brewing. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.
PorchFest, Sunday, July 12, 2026: 11 am until 6 pm – This event has been going on for several years. It is well-run, well received, and there have been no complaints. A motion was made by Rod, seconded by Andrew, to approve the application for PorchFest, and to waive the permit fee. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.
Garth LaPointe RE: Withdrawal from Tree Warden Seat – Although he was re-elected as tree warden, Garth has said he will not agree to accept the position. He said he would wrap up a few on-going items. The Board agreed to accept the resignation of Garth LaPointe, with thanks. The consensus of the Board was to advertise the position. In the meantime, a temporary tree warden needs to be appointed. Rod said he would agree to do it on a short-term basis. A motion was put forth by Andrew, seconded by Rick, to appoint Rod McBride as a short-term, temporary tree warden. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – abstain; Rick – yes. Motion passed 2-0-1. Andrew suggested that Rod contact Brock Cutting to discuss the Bridge Street trees.

Any Other Business:
GSB Parking Spaces – A Greenfield Savings Bank officer has asked if the town would be willing to designate eight parking spaces behind the bank for the exclusive use of bank staff. Rick said that parking in the village was always an issue and taking away eight spaces for one business would cause other businesses to make similar requests and that can’t be done. In the past all business employees used to be encouraged to park in the peripheral lots. Andrew agreed that granting this request would be setting a bad precedent and mentioned that the Cross Street lot is largely empty and would be a good place for employees to park. Terry will send a response to the bank, giving regrets.

Next Meeting: The next regular Board meeting will be on June 29, via Zoom. 

Correspondence: None.

Public Comment:
Tamara Sloan expressed support for the Behavioral Health Response Program. She wondered how many other towns might be involved and what security precautions would be in place.
Gail Davidson also supported the sheriff’s initiative. She said that the Mary Lyon Fund has equipment and food available for homeless individuals. She read a letter she had written asking that in-person meetings be resumed. She said that Shelburne was the only area town that had not returned to in-person meetings following the pandemic.

Adjournment: At 6:20 pm a motion was made by Rod to adjourn the meeting. This was seconded by Andrew. Roll call vote: Andrew – yes; Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 3-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,
Faye Whitney, Recording Secretary
