
Selectboard Meeting Minutes      May 20, 2026       Zoom Teleconference        5:30 pm

Call to Order: Rick LaPierre called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. Others present: Selectboard member Rod McBride and Town Administrator Terry Narkewicz. Selectboard member Andrew Baker was absent.

A motion was put forth by Rod to approve meeting minutes of May 4 as presented. This was seconded by Rick. Roll call vote: Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 2-0-0.

Department Liaison Reports: 
Emergency Management – Rod said there is no update on the grant for the back-up generator for Cowell Gym.
Town Hall – Terry said she and the town staff have been working with the town’s auditing firm Roselli & Clark and she is working on upcoming appointments for FY’27.

Appointments: None.

Old Business:
Pocket Park RE: Installation of Stone Benches – This item was tabled until Andrew is present.
Town Meeting Recap – Several complaints have been received about Town Meeting. Concerns have been expressed about the lighting and sound system in Memorial Hall and the bottleneck at the top of the stairs where people check in. The meeting may be moved back to BSE in the future. The meeting took seven hours over the course of two evenings. It was hoped that it could be streamlined and possibly moved to a Saturday during the day. It was suggested that the moderator’s oral preamble could be a written handout instead and that the lengthy school committee report could have been presented in the annual Town Report. Terry suggested that the budget overview be presented at the meeting by either the Selectboard or Finance Committee to give voters a better understanding of the proposed budget’s impact before proceeding with the voting.
Highway Department RE: Part-time Summer Help – The position had been advertised for 12 hours per week at $22 per hour.  The individual would be responsible for mowing and weed-whacking on all town properties. Two responses were received. Jeff Johnston had recommended hiring Mike Scranton who would do the job for $25 per hour. Mike is already a town employee, he is familiar with the highway department, and his rate was reasonable and less than the other respondent’s. A motion was made by Rod, seconded by Rick, to accept the offer from Mike Scranton for part-time summer help mowing and weed-whacking town properties, at a rate of $25 per hour. Roll call vote: Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 2-0-0.

New Business:
Cowell Gym Tab Room Project – Two proposals had been received. This item was tabled until John Walsh is able to make a recommendation.
VFW Post 8503 RE: Memorial Day Parade – The annual parade will begin at 10 am, on May 25, and follow the usual route, from the Iron Bridge to the Arms Cemetery. A motion was put forth by Rick seconded by Rod, to approve the parade permit as submitted by the VFW. Roll call vote: Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 2-0-0.
Saturday, 4th of July RE: Transfer Station – The attendant is willing to keep the transfer station open that day, but the Board agreed that it should be closed for the holiday.
Charlemont Selectboard RE: Seeking Support for State Earmark – Charlemont had been over assessed for its contribution to the school district from FY’21 to FY’25. Rather than asking the other towns to pay extra to correct the mistake, the Charlemont Selectboard is asking for support for a one-time state earmark. Andrew had recommended including the amount of funds being asked for. Terry will suggest that Charlemont consider that. A motion was made by Rick, seconded by Rod, to approve signing the letter of support for the earmark as presented by the Charlemont Selectboard. Roll call vote: Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 2-0-0.

Any Other Business:
Use of the Meeting Room – A request had been received to use the Town Hall meeting room for a celebration of life memorial service on June 28. Memorial Hall will also be used for that event. A motion was put forth by Rick, seconded by Rod, to allow the use of the meeting room for a celebration of life memorial service on June 28. Roll call vote: Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 2-0-0.

Next Meeting: The next regular Board meeting will be on June 1, 2026 via Zoom. 

Correspondence:
Mass DOT – A letter had been received from Mass DOT announcing that the town had received a $168,000 Unpaved Road Grant. The money will be spent on replacing the town’s backhoe. Credit was given to Jeff Johnston who filed the application. 

Public Comment: None.

Adjournment: At 5:50 pm a motion was made by Rod to adjourn the meeting. This was seconded by Rick. Roll call vote: Rod – yes; Rick – yes. Motion passed 2-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,
Faye Whitney, Recording Secretary
