Shelburne Recreation Committee
 Minutes for Thursday, May 27, 2021
Members present: Diana Hardina, Stefan Topolski, Jackie Walsh, Norman Beebe
The meeting began at 6:30 p.m.
1. Basketball. We are putting the basketball hoops up again at the courts outside the Cowell Gym.  They were taken down last year due to the Covid pandemic.  We will open the Cowell Gym once the town gives us the go-ahead.  Unvaccinated people will have to wear a mask when inside the gym.  We will post a sign about that at the gym.  Norm will contact the town administrator, Terry Narkewicz, about when the town expects to open town buildings. 
2. Proposed senior exercise class at the Cowell.  Whit Sanford came to the meeting to propose that we allow a YMCA senior exercise class at the Cowell twice a week.  The seniors sit in chairs while lifting weights and using exercise bands.  We discussed whether we have room for the equipment and decided we do. We have a very full storage closet off the gym but the chairs could be stacked in a corner of the room with the equipment.  Normally we charge $50 for two hours at the gym but Norm said we could possibly give the Y a break.  Whit will talk to the Y about the next steps.  Diane brought up that in the past, there has been a question about insurance when the Y wanted to use the Cowell.  The classes are Enhanced Exercise and Silver Sneakers.
3. Pickleball.  Vermont Recreational is willing to paint pickleball lines for $275 a court.  They are charging less because they are going to consolidate this job with others in the area.  Norm hopes it will happen before June 30.  Jackie said we’ll need more racquets (we only have four) and balls since we’re going from one indoor court to two outdoor ones.  Jackie tried to organize games before we get the lines -- we were going to chalk them on -- but didn’t get enough players.  So pickleball will likely start once the lines are down.  Norm said we could buy more racquets and balls.
Jackie is going to research the colors.
4. Backboard.  The committee agreed we want a backboard put into the courts for tennis practice.
5. Rental.  Someone wants to rent the Cowell Gym on Saturday. Bill Buck will reach out to the town administrator to see if that would be allowed yet.  Also, the town Cultural Council would like to meet at the Cowell.  That will be up to the town administrator.
6. Holiday lights storage.  We will be allowing many more holiday lights and garlands to be stored at the Cowell.  The filmmakers (Showtime) of Dexter donated all the lights and garlands and wreaths it used to create the appearance of a small town in December when it filmed in April.  They also donated stackable plastic boxes for storage.  Whit has been involved with Nick Doneilo and a third person in getting the decorations.  They are going to buy solar connections for some of the lighting.  Jackie noted that the Selectboard voted this week to ask the town at Town Meeting to move the $20,000 the filmmakers donated to the town from the general fund to the Beautification Fund.  That then could be used for putting the lights, generators for the lights or other projects.

7. River Trail.  Guntlow and Associates are doing a survey of where the proposed Shelburne River Trail.  The Open Space Committee has flagged the proposed trail again, which would go from Deerfield Avenue to below the Sweetheart .  A survey of wetlands and invasive species will be done along the proposed trail, too.  Easements need to be received or purchased and the proposal will not be coming to Town Meeting anytime soon.  A public meeting will be held so people can express their opinions and get their questions answered about it.  There is also a FRCOG pollinator program that could be implemented along the trail. 
Whit said she was sad the trail hasn’t moved forward very much (as far as the process goes) and that while there is some opposition to the trail, the positives outweigh the negatives.
8. Community Preservation Act (CPA).  Norm and Jackie have attended two meetings of people who want to adopt the CPA in Shelburne, including members of various town boards and committees.  They explained to the Recreation Committee members that the law would create a new tax in the town.  It would be a surcharge of between 1 and 3 percent of a property owner’s annual tax.  And, the first $100,000 of the person’s property value could be exempted (or $150,000). The money would be used to improve the town in four ways: open space, affordable housing, historical preservation and recreation.  On one of the Zoom meetings, Norm and Jackie reported, a representative from Leverett’s Community Preservation Committee, Danielle, said it’s been a great help to her town. For one, her town has had 100 percent matching grants from the state. That’s typical for small towns that implement the 3 percent tax.  Those that implement 1 or 2 percent typically get a 28 percent match, so she advocates that we choose 3 percent.  We on the Recreation Committee haven’t yet committed to any specific amount or even the idea in general. 
9. Cowell Caravan to NYC. Jackie would like to organize a Recreation Committee car trip to NYC, with participants driving to New Haven, taking the train into the city, and spending 8 hours touring the city before returning home.  Jackie has taken groups of international students to New York and would like to organize a similar trip.  It’s an introduction to New York and could include the NY Public Library (which is palatial), St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Fifth Avenue, Times Square, the High Line, the 9-11 Memorial, the Staten Island Ferry (with its views of the Statue of LIberty), and possibly, the East River Ferry trip up the East River, the Empire State Building (just the exterior, as the lines are too long), and Central Park.  She will write up a description and send it to Bill to send out to our email list.  She will also post it on Facebook, on our site and other Shelburne sites.
10. Skates and tarp.  We will be storing in the Cowell ice skates and the tarp used by Stefan to create an ice skating rink this winter.
11. Painting the entrance to the Cowell.  Graham Warder has volunteered to paint that entrance this summer.  We will give Bill Buck a heads up about that and he or the town highway dep. will buy the paint.
12. Softball.  We haven’t had softball this spring.  The league at least for this year is not operating.  Jackie will put on Facebook a notice that if someone wants to organize a skills camp  for students in grades 4-6. Meanwhile, Little League is happening.
The meeting adjourned at 8 p.m.
