Open Space Committee Meeting August 24, 2026

Joan called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm
Members Present - Joan LaPierre, Helen Payne Watt, Peggy Warwick, Jim Perry, John Wheeler, Joel Dwight

Minutes from the July 29 meeting were reviewed and accepted unanimously after slight correction and modification. Motion to accept made by Helen Payne Watt, Seconded by John Wheeler. Motion passed with one abstention.

Trail Status update - 

River Walk Trail - Jim reports, he and Norm attended a Conservation Commission meeting on Aug 11th for the proposed River Walk Trail. The Conservation Commission approved the Trail unanimously. They added that any invasive species control be done by a certified applicator. Jim is going to receive official approval from them in writing. Jim said Norm is still working on three easements for the River Walk Trail but Jim isn't sure what stage Norm is at with them.

Village Walk - Jim said Joan , Peggy, himself, and five others participated in the recent Village Walk which was enjoyed by all attendees. Peggy told us she has another walk scheduled for Sept 13th at High Ledges. Interested people can meet at High Ledges or at 9 am at the Arms Library to car pool.

Village Walking Brochure - Joan talked with the Sheriff's Department about their print shop printing new brochures. They gave a quote of $185.00 for 500 copies, with a quick turn around , having them ready by Sept 15. Joan also spoke with the Chamber of Commerce and one of the members will notify Joan of any grants that maybe available in the Fall. Jim thought we should see if we can put brochures on the stand at the Bridge of Flowers.

Wells Forest Trail - Helen reports the next step is to map out one or more routes for trails on the property. Helen and Ted will get out in early October and work with Jim on a proposed route. She thought we might be able to get a grant from the Woodlands Partnership next Spring. This might be used for professional trail help if needed as well as signage. She has spoken with Beth from New England Forestry Foundation (NEFF).

CPA - Joan told the group they had a public meeting Aug 5th to explain what the CPA is and how it works. They also covered how to apply to fund a project using CPA. Projects that have been funded include the Arms Library elevator (which is ready to use) and the Elementary School Playground Project. They are waiting to hear from John Taylor to see if anyone has looked over what would be needed for work at the Fire Tower.

Woodlands Partnership - Helen said they are actively working on Pilot and if anyone would like more information about that or has feed back they should contact her. Yoni is doing outreach to the towns which participate in the Woodlands Partnership and would like to come to Shelburne. Helen will be in contact with him in the next two weeks. If anyone else would like to be included they should let her know.

Two Town News - Joan thought we should consider a public meeting concerning the proposed River Walk Trail. We had previously talked about having a public meeting so there would be transparency regarding what we are doing about the proposed Trail. Jim wondered if we could hold it during one of our regular meetings but in person rather than in Zoom. Jim will talk with Norm about it and they will decide together. This public meeting could be announced in the Two Town News. 

Joan talked about moving our monthly meetings to the 4th Tuesday of each month to accommodate the change in Norm's teaching schedule. John Wheeler made a motion to change our meetings from the 4th Monday of each month to the 4th Tuesday of each month. Jim Perry seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, making our next meeting Tuesday Sept 22, 2026 at 7::00 pm. 

Correspondence - Joan got notice that the Franklin Land Trust is receiving 62 acres on the west side of Shingle Hill from Nancy Hazard and Phyllis Lawrence. The Franklin Land Trust will hold a conservation restriction on the property. 

Liaison Reports - 
Ag Commission - Caroline Wheeler reports on Sept 27th there will be an Open House at Wheel-View Farm on Reynold's Road. She also said they are considering doing the Shelburne Old Farm Photos Presentation again and was looking for input. The group thought a number of people haven't seen it yet and a number would like to see it again. They will publicize the event if they decide to do it again. Helen added she thought it was very well done. 

Conservation Commission - No Liaison Present

Planning Board - John Wheeler reports the Planning Board met on Aug 6. They talked about minor street definitions and also about making the registration process for short term rentals more streamlined. They are also trying to speak with the Buckland Planning Board about how the two towns might work together. Their next meeting is Sept 8.

Recreation Committee - No Liaison Present

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, September 22, 2026 at 7:00 pm by Zoom. Joan will send a notice of the change of date to members who were not at tonight's meeting.

Peggy Warwick moved to adjourn. John Wheeler seconded. Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Joel Dwight, Secretary

