Shelburne Open Space Committee Meeting April 27, 2026

Members present - Joan LaPierre, Norm Beebe, Peggy Warwick, Caitlyn Wilkins, Helen Payne Watt, John Wheeler, Jim Perry, Ted Sicker, Joel Dwight

Guests/Visitors - Susan Stark

Joan called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.

Meeting minutes from our March meeting were reviewed and accepted unanimously after a few minor corrections. Norm Beebe moved to accept the minutes. Ted Sicker seconded.

Helen notified everyone the Woodland Partnership Grants are due May 15, 2026.

Old Business
Trail Status Updates 
Jim stopped by the Visitors Center and made sure they had plenty of maps and gave them his contact information. Jim reports the Wilcox Hollow Road is quite washed out but drivable. He noted it is the only drivable access to the river in town. Jim is considering placing a caution sign at the top to warn small cars. Ted suggested high clearance vehicles only.

Big Trees Trail
Jim said a volunteer helped him remove a downed tree on the Big Trees Trail. He also said there are metal signs that have been put out by one of his neighbors. 

The River Trail
Norm spoke with a surveyor today, although he is not finished with his work he had more information. Norm shared a screen showing a view of the Mill Road area. The upper edge of Mill Road is an active right of way. There will be no need for easements from Flowers for Falls or Mollie Cantor. There is room enough on Mill Road to get to town property. The former Bob Spencer property has new owners who are fine with granting a new easement which will be needed. The Ambrose Mwea property goes all the way to the river and will need to be crossed. Eric, the surveyor, also said an easement may be necessary across Patrick Killgallen's property. Patrick is supportive of the trail but the surveyor isn't yet certain that will be needed. The trail then continues along town owned land to a property with a new owner who is supportive of the trail but may wish to go with a 20 year easement rather than a permanent one. There may also need to be an easement across the corner of Stefan Topolski's property, who is also supportive of the project. Norm would like to see if some of the easement work could be covered by a Woodland Partnership Grant if there is time. We also have some grant money now that could be used for part of it. Norm will look into it and submit something after he gets some numbers together. He will also contact Vanessa Farny, who is in charge of expenditures with the Woodland Partnership and who has been quite helpful in the past. The proposed trail will be about a half mile out and a half mile back.  Norm is going to be going out the country. Helen will be unavailable as well. Helen thought it would be a good idea for Norm to contact Vanessa. Ted volunteered he will be around if there is something he can do while they are gone. A motion was made for Norm to continue on with the easement work and pursue funding with the Woodland Partnership. Motion made by Ted Sicker, seconded by Helen Payne Watt. Jim pointed out the Town attorney could direct us as to what meetings and procedures might be needed for progress on the trail. Joan asked for a ball park figure as to how much money might be needed. Norm suggested not more than $10,000.00 and Jim thought that sounded reasonable. Joan thought that sounded acceptable. The motion for Norm to continue in pursuit of funding passed unanimously.

Wells Forest Trail Update 
Helen reports she and Ted had reached out to the New England Forestry Foundation, owner of the Wells Forest. They conducted two cuttings over the last twenty years which have left the former trails on the property in a state in which they are no longer viable. They are interested in working with our committee to facilitate public access to the lot. Helen and Ted walked what they could of the former trails and noted the condition. Helen sent a map of proposed trails to NEFF and they will look it over at their next meeting. Helen will be out of contact but gave the NEFF representative Ted's information. He will follow up with Beth at NEFF. Ted said a spur trail to the Orchard Road and a spur to the bottom of Barnard Road would make a loop trail possible. There is also possible access to the Mohican Mohawk Trail. Helen is hopeful that Beth at NEFF will prove helpful with finical resources and physical work needing to be done,

CPA-Joan reports they did not meet this month. But four projects will be up for votes at the Town Meeting. 

Woodland Partnership
Helen reports they are getting a new administrator. They are also working with a native group and on a national historic area. They don't feel they have capacity to deal with the Mohican Mohawk Trail currently but may in the future. Helen will know more in June.

Two Town Newsletter for June
June is National Outdoor Month. We might want to start an email list for an archive of our newspaper articles. Joan suggested an article for June on the importance of area trails and getting into the outdoors to work together.

New Business
Joan, Jim and Ted are working on a new village walking brochure and are waiting for Historical Society input.

Joan and Jim went to a forum Berkshire East with many people from Boston. There was a chance to air concerns about such topics as Wilcox Hollow and access to the state park there. Joan noted the philosophy of the eastern part of the state needs to be more inclusive of the western Massachusetts. There was also an opportunity to enter our trails and outdoor attractions onto a state website. 

Helen reported the walking brochure link on our webpage is broken.

Joan contacted an organizer for OctoberFest in Shelburne Falls and we have the opportunity to set up an informational table for $50.00. 

Caitlyn checked the trail donation boxes and the locks on the Tower Trail box are quite rusted and there was no donation money there. She is planning on refinishing the collection boxes and making an informational sign indicating how donations are used. Caitlyn thought a QR code to Venmo might be helpful. Joan had talked to Terry about that but it is not an easy thing to set up as a Town Committee. 

Ag Commission-John reports there is nothing for this month.

Conservation Commission -No Liaison present. Joan has reached out to the Commission but has not heard back from Norm Davenport.

Planning Board-John Wheeler reports no meeting in April. They have four warrant articles for Town Meeting. He also mentioned the Community Forum at the Grange Hall this Wednesday at 7 pm to meet candidates for town offices and to discuss other topics related to the upcoming Town Meeting. 

Recreation Committee-Norm reports they have gotten approval to renovate the outdoor courts in mid to late summer. They are also getting a bid to redo the basketball floor.

Correspondence-Joan gave some of our brochures to Linda Lightener for use at the Bridge of Flowers and at their upcoming plant sale. 

Visitor Comments-Susan Stark seems to have left the meeting.

Our regular next meeting date would fall on Memorial Day. The group decided to skip the May meeting and meet on June 22 at 7 pm via Zoom.

Motion to adjourn made by Jim Perry and seconded by Ted Sicker.

Meeting adjourned at 8:16 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Joel Dwight, Secretary
