Open Space Committee Meeting February 23rd, 2026

Members Present: Norman Beebe, Joan LaPierre, Jim Perry, Ted Sicker, Erika Looman, John Wheeler, Carolyn Wheeler, Peggy Warwick, Caitlyn Wilkins

Joan called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM; the meeting was recorded via Zoom. 

Visitors and Guests - None

Accept minutes from previous meeting (1/26/20256)
· Motioned by Norman, seconded by Jim to accept changes made (unanimous)

Trail statuses
· Jim checked the lower section of the Fire TowerTrail looking for trees to cut down in the summer which pose a threat to hikers. There were tree falls observed in the lower section 
· There is a bypass trail around dangerous trees and a steeper slope. 
· Jim will change orange blazes to white blazes and paint over no longer needed blazes to match the tree bark so they go unnoticed. 
· Caity reported not many donations recently so the box will be checked again in the Spring 

Possible Wells Forest Trail - Ted reported no update at this time

CPA application update
· 45k for playgrounds
· 15k to library arms library elevator
· 30k for Shelburne fire tower engineering study 
· Requested 85k for Wheelview Farm - tabled for now 

Woodland Partnership
· Helen is absent but sent the annual report 
· Jim brought up trail funds dispersal - will be brought up to Helen at the next meeting

Two-Town Newsletter 
· Peggy will write an article on spring insects. She will send along her draft when it is put in document form. She will include information about ticks - including this website link


New england power National Grid Update - Route Website: https://www.cmatowmaenergy.com/ 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Joan brought up Helen’s prior note that the OSC could be a sounding board for people wondering what the electrical service pole update is going to look like
· How much change will this bring about
· Equipment brought in
· Determine what our goals are for this 
· We should have a public meeting to introduce ourselves to the public? 

New Business
· Joan brought up the potential to have a public meeting to introduce ourselves, and hear from town members (brought up during the NEP Nat Grid Update)
· Erika Looman mentioned that Larry Flaccus gave her a large stack of Invasive species pamphlets
· Jim has more as well - two brochure boxes, one for FTT and WLT
· Brochures are currently in the boxes but should be replenished in the spring
· Potentially put them out at either end of the bridge of flowers
· Will look further into this 
· Caity will inquire about having them available at Mo’s Fudge Factor across from the bridge if we cannot keep them next to the bridge

Committee representatives
Carolyn: Agricultural commission Saturday there is a district wide agriculture meeting 
Norm: Conservation commission absent 
John: Planning board
· Next meeting - Public Hearing on March 10th, 6:30 
· Mobile home definitions for towns need to be updated (manufactured homes)
· Multi-family housing definitions - Possibly changed to greater than two
· Attorney general's office - changes to battery energy storage bylaw passed last year - we could be requiring the use of herbicides but the state says they cannot be required to be used.  
Norman: Recreation Committee - nothing new to report

Erika Looman will be out west between June-August and will be taking a hiatus from the committee during that time — she will return to the committee in September

No visitor or guest comments

Our next Meeting will be March 23rd at 7PM via Zoom. 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. This motion was seconded. Then voted on unanimously to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 7:38 PM. 

Notes submitted by Caitlyn Wilkins.
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