Shelburne Open Space Committee Meeting January 26, 2026

Members Present: Norman Beebe, Joan LaPierre, Caitlyn Wilkins, Helen Watt, and Jim Perry

Joan called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM, the meeting was recorded via Zoom. 

Visitors and Guests - None

Accept minutes from previous meeting (12/22/2025)
· Motioned, seconded, and approved changes (unanimous), Norman brought up corrections to be made

Trail statuses
· Jim reported trees have been falling down on the Fire Tower Trail. Jim had someone take care of a bypass trail (while away) to avoid dangers of falling trees. 
· Jim may leave the steep section trail closed, because the bypass trail prevents erosion and is a gentle loop rather than going straight up the hill, similar to but not quite a switchback.
· Norman reported that the Surveyor was trying to go to the River Trail that would start out at Deerfield Avenue. The Town has a right away on Mill Rd. He has a clear sense of how it gets to the first town property, but unsure about the second town property. 
· Wells Forest Trail update: Next step is for Ted and Helen to go out and walk some of the woods roads that Ted used to be able to walk, in order to sketch out a trail. The next step is for the two to propose the new trail. They will continue this when Ted returns. 

CPA application update
· Joan updated which CPA projects would move forward to town meeting including Wheel View Farm APR discussion:
There is a potential house being built in the middle of where the trail would be
Discussion about inviting John Carolyn to a discussion about having possible trails on their property 
Some of the trails will just be open in the winter for Snowmobiling 
Bringing this back up in the spring when it is walk able to determine where the trails could be 

Woodland Partnership
· Helen reported that there have not been any full board meetings, but communication about feedback for the grant program. 
· Questions below: They request feedback be submitted by Friday, February 6.
· For those familiar with the grant program or past projects, has the program been impactful? 
· Are there examples you would highlight as particularly successful? 
· Do you have suggestions for how the program better ensure it solicits and funds high-impact projects?
· Are there regional initiatives aligned with the Partnership’s goals above that you would like to see supported through this grant program?
· Do current applications reflect community or Woodlands Partnership priorities and input? If not, how might the application process better capture these priorities and/or input?
· 
Thank you in advance for your time and insights. Please feel free to reach out if you would prefer to discuss your feedback or have questions about the grant program. Vanessa Farny, Forest & Land Grant Program Manager. MA Division of Conservation Services

· Highlighting forest management, discussing how we use money for building bridges and maintaining the trails. We have been experimenting with pressure treated water bars, we have put up many trail signs, trail blazes, etc. all funded by the grants given. 
· Helen will write up a response to the questions with input from Jim

Two-Town Newsletter 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Caity will write a piece about conscientious maple tapping, and local sugaring ventures. 

Town Warrant for Revolving Fund for OSC
· Confirmed by Joan that $2000 will be to be budgeted by the town for OSC brochures, maintenance, or as necessary
· The town annual report will be due soon for OSC, if anyone wants to add thoughts on what to report. Joan has sent the draft. 

Mass woods - webinar series
· Joan reported that the webinar is free but you need to sign up. 
· The next one, on February 24th will discuss how to legally pass land onto relatives in order to preserve the land if it is under conservation or other. 

Conflict of interest training 
Joe Judd has the list of who still needs to update their conflict of interest training, as there are a few members who need to take the training again. 

New England power National Grid Update - Route Website: https://www.cmatowmaenergy.com/ 
· Helen attended the virtual public comment. No discussion trails, and although the project that will not get to Shelburne for a while. There were three Shelburne residents who spoke during the public comment. They brought up points on how the project will impact the land. One brought up past experience with soil erosion and stuff being left behind, and how their property was not treated as though guests were coming in to do work, which is what should have happened.
· Helen asked for thoughts on how we, as an Open Space Committee, may support landowners and the open spaces that they have, to preserve their land as it is and not have negative impacts on a major project like this.

Next steps: gathering information and figuring out how their land is going to be impacted, and determining which landowners will be impacted. 

No New Business

Recreation Committee Report
· Mini splits are down for the rest of the winter. They sub-contracted out the lines, and the lines have perforated holes. The company who made the lines went bankrupt because people were suing them for faulty lines. Using oil currently to keep the gym warm. 
· Ice Skating open on Bridge street Link Here
· The draw-around in late April - free to the public Link Here
· Ping Pong has started on Wednesday evenings from 6-8 in the basement.
· Pickleball has 8 sessions per week, 5 of which are drop-ins welcome!

Board of selectmen received a letter from Department of Wildlife/Fish and Game
· Mass Audubon bought a property last summer as a placeholder for the state last summer; the state is ready to purchase from Mass Audubon
· 50 acres in Shelburne off Brook Rd. going from Greenfield to Shelburne. Their intent is to maintain the property as open space, and to be available for fishing, hunting, trapping, and other woodland recreational activities. 

No visitor or guest comments

Our next Meeting will be February 23rd at 7PM via Zoom. 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. This motion was seconded. Then voted on unanimously to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 7:51 PM. 

Notes submitted by Caitlyn Wilkins.
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