Open Space Committee Meeting  Oct 27, 2025

Members Present - Joan LaPierre, Norm Beebe, Erika Looman, Helen Payne Watt, Peggy Warwick, Caitlyn Slowinski, Jim Perry, Ted Sicker, Joel Dwight

No visitors or guests

Joan opened at 7:02 pm. Meeting being recorded on Zoom.

Minutes of the Sept 25 meeting were reviewed and accepted unanimously after a few corrections.

Trail Status Update - Jim has added extra locks to the Fire Tower Trail Donation box, Caitlyn reports donations of $44. Jim has been doing trail maintenance including cleaning water bars and clearing fallen limbs. Jim reports Garth has been dong a great job keeping the Wooded Loop Trails mowed and Jim has cleaned the interpretative panels there. Jim reports Wilcox Hollow road is passable with a high clearance vehicle but could be much worse with a hard rain. Someone has put graffiti on the River Water Rising sign. Jim removed the graffiti and cleaned it up. He also trimmed brush along the edge of the road. He said a new informational kiosk has been installed at Wilcox Hollow and he thinks it might be from FRCOG. Jim commented on how the wooden water bars, he installed, have been working well with a yearly cleaning. Ted said he had walked the Red Loop Trail over the weekend and commented on how well the blazing was done.

CPA Committee Report - Joan had sent out a report to members about the CPA Committee and asked if there were any questions. There were none.

Joan asked Helen if she has been in contact with the Woodland Partnership. Helen said she is attending their Board meeting next week in Ashfield. Jim wondered about the Grant Program. Norm said the Grants aren't as abundant as they used to be. Ted said the grants are still ongoing.

Two Town Newsletter - Joan commented that the Oct OSC article was excellent and wondered if anyone had ideas for the next one to be submitted. Norm thought about the trails being good for snowshoeing. Jim answered yes for snowshoeing and cross country skiing. Erika said she has cross country skied on some of the trails and will write an article. 

Joan walked with the John Taylor group to the Fire Tower. The people from Boston that went said they had refurbished other towers in the past. Jim said the lowest window lets in a lot of weather and would be improved by being covered with a piece of plexiglass. CPA money might be used to help with repairs to the tower.

Revolving Account - Joan spoke with April and also talked about the possibility of accepting donations via QR code.

OSC Website - Joan reports some files had been lost. But she was able to restore all of them using the material Jim had made available to her. Joan invited members to check out the website and make any suggestions they might have.

New Business - Ted and Erika have been looking into possible sources of funding for the OSC. Ted said John and Caroline Wheeler are making progress on their APR application. Ted mentioned the decayed bridges out beyond Wilcox Hollow might be repaired using Woodland Partnership funds. He and Caitlyn discussed working on access on the east side of where the trail is closed. Ted shared a map on his screen showing a proposed access trail coming off of Barnard Rd. He said the land is owned by John and Joanne Herron. The next access would be at the bottom of the Orchard Rd and one more access would be on Becky Ashenden's land on Bassett Rd. Joan wondered if there would have to be permission form Great River Hydro. Jim pointed out that they are easy to work with and that they have in the past approved access for the Mohican Mohawk Trail. Some Cosby land might also come into  part of it. Helen said she has contact information for Cosby's Land Manager and would help work with that when we get to that point. Jim said the railroad doesn't like anyone crossing their rails but Ted's proposed trail wouldn't cross the tracks. There was some discussion of Gould's closing of the trail at their property line. Joel said there had been a problem with gates being left open and cattle getting out of the pasture. Joan will make Chris Curtis's contact information available to Ted. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our 10 year OSRP has been approved and Joan would like to have the members review the proposed actions and see which ones we would like to pursue. 

Joan wrote two letters of support for the Wheeler APR application and asked for comments about that. Norm thought they were great. Joan will send them on to the Wheelers to accompany their application.

Joan received an email that the Wooded Loop Trails weren't coming up on Google Maps but Jim has gotten these entered onto Google. 

Liaison Reports - Ag Committee - No liaison present, Conservation Commission - No liaison present, Planning Board - No liaison present, Recreation Committee - Norm reports they have a candidate for a new Director. Volley ball has been ongoing for two months. A mobile free Medical Clinic will be parking in the parking lot when the Food Bank is open perhaps one Wednesday per month. Senior Walking is taking place Mon, Wed, Fri from 9-10, participants make a donation to the Cowell. Rec committee is deciding whether they will do basketball since they are going to coordinate with BSE to do the basketball there, perhaps 3 or 4 nights a week. Cowell Gym may be rented for two hours for $75 with additional hours at $35 each. They are also going to be getting together with the Pickleball folks at their next meeting. Norm also told the group the Clothes Closet recently celebrated 10 years at the Cowell Gym.

Visitor and Guest Comments - None

No Additional New Business

Helen Payne Watt moved to adjourn the meeting. Norm Beebe seconded. Next meeting is November 24, 2025 at 7 pm.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm

Respectfully submitted, 
Joel Dwight, Secretary
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