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Conservation Commission

MINUTES
Regular Meeting ~ October 21, 2025

Present: Norm Davenport, John Harrington, John Richardson, Steve McCormick
Absent: None
Administrative Assistant: Faye Whitney
Guests: Chris Stoddard, Kristen Stewart, April Helenek, Jae Helenek

Chair Norm Davenport opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m. A quorum was present. The meeting was held via Zoom.

 Minutes
A motion was made by John R, seconded by John H, to approve the minutes of August 12. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Steve – abstain; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 3-0-1. 

Mail, Cutting Plans, Building Permits
A cutting plan for Joyce Landau and Graham Lewes of 240 Colrain Shelburne Road was discussed. It will be for 31 acres off Colrain Shelburne Road, with 154 cords expected to be harvested. The plan was prepared by forester Alex Barrett of Hartland, VT. A motion was made by John R, seconded by John H, that Faye will scan all cutting plans and send them to each member for informational purposes. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Steve – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0. 

Building permits had been approved for David Freitas, barn; Bruce and Maureen Stewart, ADU; Cory Dale, shed; and Mark Cadran, garage addition.

Organizational Matters
Faye had reached out to a new resident who had previously served on another town’s Conservation Commission who was considering joining the Commission.

7:15 p.m. – RDA Meeting, Kristen Elliot, 321 Main Street
The property has an existing house and an existing septic system. The leach field has failed.  This project is a repair of an existing system. There is an intermittent stream on the west side of the property. The new leach field will be outside of the 100-foot buffer zone. A pump will be needed. The pump and the septic tank will be inside the buffer zone, but will be located in the same place as the existing tank. Hay bales or straw wattles will be used during the repair work. A motion was made by John R to approve the RDA application as submitted by the Kristen Elliot as a Negative 3 with the condition that best management practices be followed and that the work be done as described in the application. This was seconded by Steve. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Steve – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0. 

7:30 p.m. – Continuation of RDA Meeting, James and April Helenek, 1105 Mohawk Trail
The applicants have a purchase and sale agreement for the property. They asked for permission to remove an existing deck, replace it with a new deck, add privacy fences, plant grass, and add two ramps on the side of the building for handicap access. The application also includes repair work to a septic system. The septic system will be in front of the building and will be large enough to accommodate nine bedrooms. The Heleneks said they may also want to replace two existing cabins on the property. It was thought that replacing the cabins might require an NOI and a separate application.  The existing main building is 29 feet from the edge of the wetlands. The existing deck is 13-feet deep. It would be replaced by a 12-foot deep deck and the remaining 17 feet between the deck and the wetlands would be planted with grass, replacing an existing gravel driveway. The applicants plan to pave the existing gravel areas on the east and north sides of the building. A motion was made by Steve, seconded by John R, to approve the construction of the new decks, ramps, and the creation of a grass area as a Negative 2. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Steve – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0. A motion was made by Steve, seconded by John R, to approve the septic system as detailed in the application as a Negative 3 with the condition that the plan is followed as submitted. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Steve – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0. A motion was made by Steve, seconded by John H, to approve the paving of the existing gravel driveway in front of the building as a Negative 2 with the condition that paving will be done only in areas of existing gravel. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Steve – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0. The applicants were requested to return with plans to replace the existing cabins.

New Business
Geoff Stack of 55 Water Street would like to replace some of the soil on his property that has been lost to erosion caused by the overflow of the storm drain over many years. The consensus of the Commission was that this is a positive plan which should stop further erosion and it was approved as an exempt minor activity.

Old Business
A meeting with a representative of the DCR, to discuss floodplain issues, was held on September 16. John H attended the meeting.

Any Other Business
John R would like to review Faye’s salary and plans to do some research into what others are paid.

The next meeting will be on November 18, 2025. [This was later changed to November 4.]

At 8:20 p.m. a motion was made by John R to adjourn the meeting. This was seconded by Steve. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Steve – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0. 

Respectfully submitted,
Faye Whitney, Administrative Assistant
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