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Conservation Commission

MINUTES
Regular Meeting ~ August 12, 2025

Present: Norm Davenport, John Harrington, John Richardson
Absent: Steve McCormick
Administrative Assistant: Faye Whitney
Guests: Jeff Johnston, Rick LaPierre, Rod McBride

Chair Norm Davenport opened the meeting at 7:03 p.m. A quorum was present. The meeting was held via Zoom.

 Minutes
A motion was made by John H, seconded by John R, to approve the minutes of May 13. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 
A motion was made by John H, seconded by John R, to approve the minutes of July 8. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

Mail, Cutting Plans, Building Permits
An extension of a cutting plan for Foxbard Farm was noted.
No building permits had been issued in the past month.

Organizational Matters
There had been no response to the ad looking for a new member in the Two Town News. Faye will reach out to a new resident who had previously served on another town’s Conservation Commission.

Several area towns have joined together to hire a Conservation Agent. Shelburne had been asked to participate in this but had declined, since Faye is doing the same work as the agent would be doing. It has been discovered that the shared agent is getting a much higher hourly rate than Shelburne is currently paying. Selectboard Chair Rick LaPierre said he recommended that the Con Com should request a higher budget in order to increase Faye’s pay rate.

Rick said that the Community Preservation Committee is in need of a representative from the Con Com to join that committee. After hearing an explanation of what the CPC does and when it meets, John R agreed to join the CPC. A motion was made by John H, seconded by Norm, to appoint John Richardson as the Conservation Commission representative to the Community Preservation Committee. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

7:15 p.m. – RDA Meeting, Shelburne Highway Department, Carpenter Road
Jeff Johnston explained the Highway Department’s plan for work on Carpenter Road. There will be a full-depth reclamation. Two culverts will be replaced and a sub-drain will be altered and installed. Hinsdale Brook is the wetland involved with this project. Paving of the road has been scheduled for early October. A motion was made by John R to approve the RDA application as submitted by the Shelburne Highway Department as a Negative 3 with the condition that best management practices for erosion control be followed. This was seconded by John H. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

7:30 p.m. – RDA Meeting, James and April Helenek, 1105 Mohawk Trail
The applicants failed to appear. A motion was made to continue the RDA meeting for James and April Helenek until the next meeting of the Commission. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

New Business
A meeting with a representative of the DCR, to discuss floodplain issues, will be held on September 16. A Conservation Commission member was asked to attend. John H agreed to attend the meeting.

Old Business
None.

The next meeting will be on September 9 or October14, 2025. [This was later changed to October 21.]

At 8:10 p.m. a motion was made by John R to adjourn the meeting. This was seconded by John H. Roll call vote: John H – yes; John R – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 3-0-0. 

Respectfully submitted,
Faye Whitney, Administrative Assistant
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