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Conservation Commission

MINUTES
Regular Meeting ~ May 13, 2025

Present: Norm Davenport, Susan Berger, John Harrington, Steve McCormick (joined 7:07 p.m.)
Absent: John Richardson,
Administrative Assistant: Faye Whitney
Guests: None

Chair Norm Davenport opened the meeting at 7:01 p.m. A quorum was present. The meeting was held via Zoom.
 Minutes
A motion was made by John H, seconded by Susan, to approve the minutes of March 18.  Roll call vote: John H – yes; Susan – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 3-0-0.
Mail
An anonymous letter had been received alleging unpermitted activity in a wetland on Tower Road. It was decided that several members would investigate with a site visit, after first contacting the landowner to set up a meeting time. Norm will not participate in this as he is an abutter.
A notice of a Special Permit application to the ZBA was received. It involves property at 102 Main Street. An existing barn is to be renovated into living space and an addition is to be added to an existing house. The entire lot is in the riverbank area. The Commission agreed that at minimum an RDA would be needed and perhaps an NOI depending on how the work will be done.

Organizational Matters
Faye found out that NOI may be filed electronically without actual signatures, provided the Commission agrees to use the process. The Commission thought this would be a good idea and would save time. A motion was made by Susan to approve the electronic filing of NOIs. This was seconded by Steve. Roll call vote: John H – yes; Susan – yes; Steve – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0.

New Business
Arrowhead Shops – Steve and John H had met with a realtor and a potential buyer who plans to remove the existing building and replace it with storage units. The building profile would remain the same but it would be 30% larger. The existing road would be extended into a wet area. It appears that replication would be needed for the roadway. Also, an existing derelict cabin would be removed, also requiring replication. Any disturbance greater than 5,000 square feet requires replication. An NOI would be required for this project.

The next meeting will be on June 10, 2025.

Susan announced that she will be moving out of town and will not be seeking reappointment to the Commission. She said she had enjoyed her time on the Commission. Everyone expressed their thanks for her service and regrets at her leaving. 

At 7:41 p.m. a motion was made by Susan to adjourn the meeting. This was seconded by John H. Roll call vote: John H – yes; Susan – yes; Steve – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0. 

Respectfully submitted,
Faye Whitney, Administrative Assistant
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