




[bookmark: _GoBack]TOWN OF SHELBURNE
Conservation Commission

MINUTES
Regular Meeting ~ March 18, 2025

Present: Norm Davenport, John Richardson, Susan Berger, John Harrington
Absent: Steve McCormick
Administrative Assistant: Faye Whitney
Guests: Larry Flaccus, Susan Flaccus, Geoff Stack, Theresa Portante, Shaun Kimberly, Rick LaPierre, Dick Hillman

Chair Norm Davenport opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m. A quorum was present. The meeting was held via Zoom.

Geoff Stack of 55 Water Street, said he had come to the Commisison a year ago concerning an overflowing catch basin that was causing erosion on the riverbank. The Highway Department fixed that problem. Geoff would now like to stabilize that area by adding a couple of inches of gravel. This would be maintenance of an existing area. Geoff would not be expanding the gravel area. The Commission saw no issues with this and approved it as an exempt minor activity.
 
Minutes
A motion was made by Susan, seconded by John R, to approve the minutes of October 8.  Roll call vote: John H – yes; Susan – yes; John R – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0.
A motion was made by John H, seconded by Susan, to approve the minutes of October 15. Roll call vote: John H – yes; Susan – yes; John R – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0.
A motion was made by John H, seconded by Susan, to approve the minute of January 14. Roll call vote: John H – yes; Susan – yes; John R – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0.

Building Permits
A building permit had been approved for Jim Perry to rebuild a garage. 

7:15 p.m. – RDA Meeting, Larry and Susan Flaccus, Route 2
Engineer Shawn Kimberly had designed a plan to repair an existing sewer system serving a multi-family dwelling. The plan was to put in a new septic tank and leach field. The leach field would be 111 feet from a nearby wetland and the toe of the fill would be 100 feet from the wetland. All of the work will be done on a newly created lot. A motion was made by Susan, seconded by John H, to approve the RDA application as submitted by Larry and Susan Flaccus, with a Negative 1 determination. Roll call vote: John H – yes; Susan – yes; John R – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0.

The Open Space Committee has asked permission to construct a small footbridge over a tiny stream on the Woodland Trail, located off Old Greenfield Road. The topographic map, Mass Mapper, and a submitted photo of the area all indicated this was a very small, intermittent stream. The request was approved as an exempt minor activity.

7:30 p.m.  – RDA Meeting, New England Power, off Route 2
NEP is planning to do soil borings as part of preparation for eventually installing new towers. To access the site, NEP plans to remove about 12 trees in order to avoid having to cross a steep ravine. A temporary bridge would then be installed over the narrowest portion of the ravine. The bridge is over the stream/ravine, not over the river. The trees and bridge are in the buffer zone, but outside of the riverbank. A 30-foot long mat will be used in one area of the access road. There will be no soil removal or dredging. A motion was made by Susan, seconded by John R, to approve the RDA application submitted by New England Power, with a Negative 3 determination and no conditions. Roll call vote: John H – yes; Susan – yes; John R – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0.

At 7:45 p.m. a motion was made by John R to adjourn the meeting. This was seconded by Susan. Roll call vote: John H – yes; Susan – yes; John R – yes; Norm – yes.  Motion passed 4-0-0. 

Respectfully submitted,
Faye Whitney, Administrative Assistant
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