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Conservation Commission

MINUTES
Regular Meeting ~ October 8, 2024

Present: Norm Davenport, John Richardson, Steve McCormick
Absent: Susan Berger, John Harrington
Administrative Assistant: Faye Whitney
Guests: Zack Ventrella, Erasme da Cruz

Chair Norm Davenport opened the meeting at 7:01 p.m. A quorum was present. The meeting was held via Zoom.  

Old Business
An NOI for the Patten Road culvert will be on the agenda for the next meeting. It was decided to do a site visit on October 15, at 5:30 p.m.

7:10 p.m. – RDA Meeting for Zack Ventrella, Old Greenfield Road 
Zack has a contract with landowner John Appley to carry out an NRCS plan to remove invasives from four acres. He will be applying Roundup Custom and following all the rules, including not spraying over water. The larger plants near water may be removed by cutting then spraying the stumps. Access to the property will most likely be from the neighboring property. That landowner has given permission. Mr. Apply wants to selectively get rid of the invasives, while making every effort to preserve native plants. Zack is aware of small streams and a shrub swamp on the property. There will be no soil removal or stump removal. The work will most likely not be done until next summer.
A motion was made by John R, seconded by Steve, to approve the RDA application as submitted by Zack Ventrella with a Negative 2 determination. Roll call vote: Norm – yes; Steve – yes; John R – yes.  Motion passed 3-0-0.
7:30 p.m. – Continuation of NOI Hearing for New England Power 
Erasme da Cruz had presented the plan on September 10. The project is to do soil borings to evaluate conditions for the placement of future structures. Access to the site will be via Orchard Road. Borings will be done by a machine located on the back of a truck. The area in question is owned by National Grid. To gain access and use the site about 784 square feet of trees and shrubs will be removed. Matting will be used. The soil that will be removed will be placed on the matting, which will be surrounded by sediment controls. The soil will later be used to back fill the holes. The project still needed a determination from Natural Heritage. That has now been received. The hearing had been continued until this date.
An NOI was needed because the work area is so close to the Deerfield River. Some grading will be done, Access to the area will be via Orchard Road, which will be widened to 16 feet. Soil disturbances will be minimized and erosion controls will be installed. 
A motion was made by Steve, seconded by John R, to approve the NOI as submitted by New England Power with the following conditions: all work will be done in accordance with the written plan; any deviation will be preceded by notification of the Shelburne Conservation Commission.  Roll call vote: Norm – yes; Steve – yes; John R – yes.  Motion passed 3-0-0.

At 7:39 p.m. a motion was made by John R to adjourn the meeting. This was seconded by Steve. Roll call vote: Norm – yes; Steve – yes; John R – yes.  Motion passed 3-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,
Faye Whitney, Administrative Assistant
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