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Town of SHELBURNE
Conservation Commission

MINUTES

Special Meeting ~ December 7, 2013
Present:
Norman Davenport, Steve McCormick, Tom Miner, Thom Simmons, Allan Smith
The meeting was convened onsite on Smead Hill Road at 9:05 AM.  A quorum was present.

Chapter 61A, Right of First Refusal to 2.03 aces 
The meeting was called to discuss the Town’s right of first refusal under the provisions of Chapter 61A, Section 14, as to 2.03 acres owned by Coreen Young on the east side of Smead Hill Road.  The property is under a purchase and sale agreement for purchase by the adjoining property owners, James and Jeanne Abels.  The agreed price is $30,000, which the Town would have to match if it exercised its right of first refusal.
The parcel has an open field along the road backed by forest that runs down to Punch Brook (it was not known whether the parcel included frontage on the brook).  There is a power line running through the field parallel to the road providing electricity to the Abels’ house.  There are no Estimated or Priority Habitats for threatened or endangered species in the area, and no publicly owned land or trails that would be served by public rather than private ownership.

Having seen the parcel and discussed its natural resources, members of the Commission felt there was no overriding public benefit to the Town exercising its right of first refusal and purchasing the 2.03 acres.  On 
a Motion by Tom Miner, seconded by Allan Smith, the Commission unanimously agreed to recommend to the Selectboard that it relinquish the Town’s right of first refusal.

Building permit
The FCCIP has posted a building permit application for a project to install a new porch on the front of a house at 326 Peckville Rd owned by Richard and Melanie Breor, Jr.  Allan volunteered to do a site visit and determine whether any resource areas would be affected.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 AM.
Prepared and submitted by:  Tom Miner, Clerk
