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Town of SHELBURNE
Conservation Commission

MINUTES

Regular Meeting ~ May 9, 2013
Present:
Norman Davenport, Tom Miner, Allan Smith, Steve McCormick
Applicant:
None
Public:
None
The meeting was convened at 7:40 PM.  A quorum was present.
Approval of Minutes

The Minutes of the 4/2/2013 meeting were unanimously approved.
Correspondence

Yearly operation plans from Pan Am Railways (via Keith Norris) and National Grid.
Forest Cutting Plans

Spring Farm LP II (owner), Smead Hill Road, 10 acres.  Selective white pine harvest to encourage sugar maple regeneration.  No jurisdictional wetlands in the area.  
Building Permits/BOH Reports
Rose Fanale, 96 Main St, new deck.  Piers in the lawn, no issues, signed off by Tom Miner.
Tim & Beth Simmons, 54 Frank Williams Rd, new deck on existing lawn.  Visited by Norm and Alan, permit electronically signed off by Tom. 
Cohn Conservation Restriction

This is a 53 acre parcel at 226 Cooper Lane that will be held by the Franklin Land Trust.  In the original submission the house lot was tied to the CR; current submission the house no longer is part of the CR.  There is also an access road to a cell tower that is not part of the CR.  Letter submitted by Alain Peteroy of Franklin Land Trust requested our signature on the Municipal Certification.  The inclusion of the house lot originally made it difficult for the property to ever move to farming or forestry.  Unanimous approval of the revised restriction; all signed the Municipal Certification.
General discussion on criteria for judging Conservation Restrictions.  It was agreed that having criteria would be beneficial, especially with regard to identifying public benefits of a proposed CR.  Tom will seek models for the Commission to discuss further.
Miscellaneous Matters

Press release for new member was in the paper.

Tom will continue to look for generic Order of Conditions for routine town highway work; will contact Mark Stinson to see if he knows of a town that has one.

Discussed proposed DEP regulatory reforms to wetlands protection act.  Some of these are to increase the speed with which alternative energy projects are approved.

Joe Judd wants to encourage ConCom participation in the planning of the Pot Hole project.  
There was a brief discussion of encouraging associate members to join ConCom.  The policy is as follows:
The Commission may appoint Associate Members to assist the Commission, represent it on other commissions and bodies, or carry out tasks at the Commission’s direction (e.g., compliance monitoring).  Said members shall keep the Commission informed of matters discussed or decided by the other commissions or bodies.  Associate Members may not act on behalf of the Commission in an official capacity or take a course of action without authorization.  Associate Members must be residents of the Town of Shelburne.  

Adoption of this policy will be voted on at a future meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM.
Prepared and submitted by:  Steve McCormick, Secretary
