Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes  FINAL
October 4, 2011

Members present 
Norman Davenport 




Stephen McCormick




Tom Miner




Allan Smith




Dave Thompson

Meeting opened 7:37 PM.

Unanimous approval of Sept. 6 minutes.

New Business
Mayhew Steel.  Plan submitted for work to be done for slope stabilization under 310CMR10.61.  Pictures and detailed description of work.  Received approval by DEP and Natural Heritage.  Plan and work to be done by Tighe and Bond.  Someone had mentioned to Tom that there had been barrels in front of the building this summer.  What was there fate?  Work will be done by Oct. 27.
Bank restoration project by Kitchell Lee under 310CMR10.61.  Letter has no description of damage or information on how stabilization will occur.  Tom wrote a letter requesting better descriptions of both.  
Saved discussion of wind farm to end of meeting.  

Old Business

Hurley bank repair.  Tom gave an update of bidding for job, which must be done by approved contractors due to federal funding from NRCS.  Proposed work will leave fallen wall in river.  The bank repair will use large riprap, though not clear how they will tie this into the remaining wall.  Grant money must go through a public entity.  As the Town did not want to assume any possible liability, the funds will go through Franklin County Conservation District.  Discussed the potential need to authorize emergency extension if needed, which would need to be given prior to our next meeting.  Unanimous approval to allow Tom to sign off on emergency certification if necessary.   

Gamache RDA – no action, hearing continued.
Building permits recording sheets.  The members supported use of the sheet, which will provide a record of permits reviewed by the Commission.  
Mount Massaemet Wind Farm Project.  Norm will recuse himself from deliberations, as he is a property owner where a part of the proposed site is located.  Allan has been advised by the office of the Attorney General to file a ‘DISCLOSURE BY APPOINTED MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEE OF FINANCIAL INTEREST’ form with the Board of Selectmen which allows the Board to determine whether Allan’s financial interest is so substantial as to be deemed likely to affect the integrity of his service to the town.  Allan will not participate in Massaemet Wind Farm deliberations until he has received word on this.  Tom and Allan both emphasized the need to have detailed notes in this matter in the event of challenges.  Discussed what happens when ZBA reviews a Special Permit application.  According to town Bylaws, Con Com is to provide feedback to ZBA on special permits.  
When discussions on wind farm began at 9:06 PM, Norm and Allan moved to the other side of the room.  Agreed that Dave would act as lead on the project, and Steve will run the meeting.  Remaining members looked through folder from the project.  It is possible that one or more of the towers will be within protected area (perennial stream).  Also potential run-off issues, since 300 ft x 300 ft clearing of land will need to be necessary for each tower.  Need to determine our role in advising ZBA (read bylaws) and do site visit before more substantial discussion can occur.  We will need to submit our findings to ZBA by hearing date of Nov. 17.  Dave will try to arrange a site visit for Monday Oct. 10 or Sunday Oct. 23.  We will review zoning By-laws to determine our role.  
No other business.
Meeting adjourned 9:48 PM.
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