Board of Health Minutes	October 7, 2026	9:00 am	Via Zoom

Call to Order: Chair Dole called the meeting to order.  Other attendees included Board of Health members Ron Kelter, Fred Vohr, FRCOG Representatives Randy Crochier and Ilana Gerjuoy, and Town Administrator, Terry Narkewicz.
Members from the Public: Krunal Patel, Sara Davenport and Jonathan Bowen Leopold.
Acceptance of Minutes: Ron presented a motion to accept the minutes of September 2, 2026, as presented. Lynn seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Appointments:
9:00 am Alain Peteroy, Franklin Land Trust RE: Former Jed’s Cider Mill Property (Larry Flaccus was in attendance) – Alain stated that Susan and Larry Flaccus generously offered to “gift” the former Jed’s Cider Mill property (approximately 2.6 acres) to the Franklin Land Trust with the intent to sell for “re-use.”  The property has a failed septic system.  Dick Hillman and Engineer, Shaun Kimberly are working on plans for a new septic system.  Alain was seeking advice on how the Land Trust should proceed.  FRCOG representative, Randy Crochier, indicated that there is nothing inherently wrong with selling property with a failed system.  He recommended that the future use of the property be determined (i.e. commercial or residential) first before upgrading the system.  Alain expressed gratitude for the advice and thanked everyone for their time.
9:15 am Michele Cardinal, Rollin-Dough Wood-Fired Pizza RE: Formal Appeal – Ms. Cardinal applied to the Cooperative Public Health Service (CPHS) for a permit to operate a mobile food establishment.  Following review of Ms. Cardinal’s application, CPHS determined that the proposed food operation did not qualify for permitting as a mobile food operation for the following reasons: the establishment must be movable, motor-driven or propelled vehicle, portable structure, or watercraft that is capable of changing locations.  Ms. Cardinal’s operation operates primarily as a tent therefore; the application was denied.  Ms. Cardinal was informed that she may operate as a Temporary Food Establishment at a fixed location for a limited period of time. Following the denial, Ms. Cardinal requested a hearing before the local Board of Health, which was scheduled for October 7, 2026, at 9:15 am.  Ms. Cardinal received two notifications regarding the date and time of the hearing, but she failed to appear.  Following review of the documentation provided by Randy Crochier, Fred presented a motion to uphold the Cooperative Public Health Services determination that Ms. Cardinal’s food service establishment does not meet the criteria of mobile operations.  Ron seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously 3-0-0.
Old Business:
Oktoberfest Tick Prevention Booth Update – the event was a great experience.  Lynn thanked Ron for all of the coordination in advance of the festival.  Members received great feedback, residents took informational materials, and over fifteen pairs of shoes were sprayed with permethrin.  Members will continue to think of other ways to seek community engagement (i.e. Farmer’s Market, Town-Town Newsletter, etc.,). 
Proposed Tobacco Regulations: Randy Crochier delivered in-hand red-lined copies of the proposed changes to the local tobacco sales regulations to each business licensed to sell tobacco products in Shelburne in advance of this discussion. Lynn opened the discussion by stating that town’s tobacco regulations are routinely reviewed and revised based on the ever-changing environment, recommendations from the Mass Association of Health Boards, as well as mandated revisions from the State.  She stated that the Board of Health cares deeply about its community members and wants everyone to have a clear understanding of what is on the table.  Both Ron and Fred indicated support for the proposed changes.  Krunal who operates two businesses in Shelburne stated that he was good with the proposed revisions but had questions relative to “Section G – Oral Nicotine Pouches” which limits nicotine pouch sales to adult-only retail tobacco stores.  Because there are no adult-only retail tobacco stores in Shelburne and the revision is specific to oral nicotine pouches, both Krunal and Sara wondered if they would still be allowed to sell tobacco pouches.  FRCOG representative, Ilana Gerjuoy indicated that chewing tobacco would still be allowed; nicotine pouches would not.  The question of whether all pouches would be banned, whether Nicotine or Tobacco, needed further clarification.  Randy agreed to consult with CPHS staff member, J.J. Prusak who has extensive knowledge in the area of tobacco enforcement and report back. Given the lack of clarity, Lynn initially presented a motion to table the matter until their next meeting, however, the motion was withdrawn after Sara Davenport expressed displeasure with the amount of time this discussion has dragged on, and the amount of time she has taken off work to attend the meetings.  She asked that the Board just “get it over with’ and vote. 
Members of the Board acknowledged the ambiguity of the language in Section G and requested that Randy consult with the staff member who specializes in tobacco enforcement.  In the meantime, Fred presented a motion to revise Section G so to clarify that tobacco pouches are allowed and nicotine pouches are prohibited.  Ron seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
A second motion was presented by Fred to approve the draft tobacco regulations as presented with an effective date of November 1, 2026.  Ron seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
New Business: None
FRCOG Health Agent Update: staff are busy licensing and inspecting vendors at the various Fall Festivals.  Three unlicensed food vendors were discoveredi at the recent Oktoberfest. Jasmine is back after recovering from an injury.  She works 20-25 hours a week from home.  The FRCOG will be proposing a new local Board of Health regulation that if approved will provide specialized consulting services at the expense of an applicant if said expertise is needed.  Once the language is ready for consideration, the Board will schedule a public hearing to discuss.
Battery Energy Storage Systems – Lynn asked what role if any do local Boards have if an application were to come before the town?  Randy indicated that the Board of Health doesn’t have a seat at the table if an application is filed. He recommended that the Board let the Selectboard know that if an application were received, they would like to participate in the discussion. CPHS nurses are working with local senior centers to coordinate vaccination clinics in advance of the flu season.  Lynn indicated that she would be happy to submit an article to the Two-Town News on behalf of the Board this month regarding “flu” season.
Next Meeting: the Board of Health will meet on Tuesday, November 10, 2026, at 9:00am
Adjournment: Ron presented a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:27 am.  Fred seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,


Terry Narkewicz
Town Administrator
  

