


Town of Shelburne
Board of Health Meeting Minutes
Date: Tuesday, June 30, 2026
Time: 4:00 PM
Location: In-Person, Shelburne Town Hall Meeting Room
Attendees: Fritz Vohr (Chair), Ron Kelter, and Lynne Dole, 
Absent: None 
Staff: Randy Crochier 

Guests: Ilana Gerjuoy (FRCOG), Kat Allen (Communities That Care Coalition (CTC) at FRCOG), Sarah Davenport (Davenport’s Mobile Station), Ken Elstein (Belchertown Board of Health), Mrs Vohr, Eric Lucentini (Shelburne ZBA, but not as a rep to ZBA), Richard LaPierre (Shelburne Select Board Chair) 

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM. 

Tobacco Regulation Hearing
Prior to opening the hearing, Chair Vohr gave background and explained that the Shelburne Board of Health will be holding two separate hearings tonight. The first is on revised tobacco sales regulations. The second, separate hearing will deal with the “Nicotine Free Generation” proposal. 

4:03pm LD Moved, RK Second 
That the Shelburne Board of Health open the hearing to discuss if the Shelburne Board of Health shall adopt updated local regulations restricting the sale of tobacco and related products as advertised 
Roll Call vote – unanimous yes to open the hearing 

Sarah Davenport voiced concerns and had multiple questions regarding the proposed regulations. She repeatedly stated that she did not understand that these were separate subjects.  Further, she reports that she had a conversation with the person that holds two of the four tobacco permits in Shelburne and he voiced those same concerns.  
One question was directly asked regarding the need to id each tobacco purchaser every time, including an older person that she sees every day. Agent Crochier reiterated that yes, the state code (105 CMR 665.00) requires an id to be presented at every purchase. This is out of the control of the local BOH. 
Sarah further discussed how much regulation they, as tobacco (and alcohol) vendors already face, and urged the BOH to not add to that burden. She expressed concern that when she closes, no one will want to operate the business anymore. 
Ken Elstein of the Belchertown BOH stated that having passed similar regulations 18 months ago, and that they have had no negative impact on vendors, urged the Boh to vote the regulations. 
Kat Allen (CTC) spoke of how important the work of local Boards of Health in supporting prevention from youth access to substances in general, tobacco. She also reminded the board that there is a strong history in Massachusetts of small towns having made big impacts on public health by passing local regulations that are eventually adopted by the state as a minimum standard. 
4:28pm LD Moved, RK Second
Moved to close the local tobacco hearing
Roll Call vote – unanimous yes to close the hearing 

4:29pm LD Moved, RK Second 
That the Shelburne Board of Health open the hearing to discuss whether the Shelburne Board of Health shall adopt regulations in the document titled ‘Regulation of the Shelburne Board of Health - Nicotine-Free Generation Regulation’ as advertised. 
Roll Call vote – unanimous yes to open the hearing 

Ken Elstein (Belchertown BOH) spoke in favor of passing the Nicotine Free Generation (NFG) regulations. Areas he covered include:
· Not the same as prohibition, although opponents often state that it is. 
· Everyone that currently can purchase tobacco products will continue to be able to. 
· There are always concerns around loss of sales. This change only affects less than 1% of sales in the first year. 
· The usual method for youth to access tobacco/nicotine NFG regulations gradually expands the difference in age between legal purchaser and youth, thus further lessening the ability of youth to access 
Mr. Elstein also presented the board with a handout showing vape products that appear to be aimed towards younger people, which included a quote, attributed to Philip Morris USA, “A primary way youth get access to tobacco products is from consumers of legal age”.  The handout also included a one-page Nicotine Free Generation Overview. 
Sarah Davenport stated that she has concerns that people will not stop to get tobacco/nicotine products, instead choosing to go to Greenfield or other local communities with lesser regulations. This would cause the lack of sales of tobacco/nicotine, but also the other sales like unhealthy energy drinks and high sugar sodas that the BOH does not regulate. 
Eric Lucentini, speaking as a resident, not on behalf of the ZBA, stated his concerns regarding excessive regulations hurting small businesses. 
Rick LaPierre (Shelburne Select Board Chair) – Explained why the Shelburne Select Board voted to not support the NFG regulation. Stated that the Select Board was not presented with, or asked about the tobacco regulations, only the NFG. 

4:43pm LD Moved, RK Second 
That the Shelburne Board of Health close the NFG hearing. 
Roll Call vote – unanimous yes to close the hearing 

Fritz stated that he would propose that the BOH vote on the tobacco regulations tonight, and delay the NFG to a meeting, most likely in September. 
Lynn proposed to delay the vote on both to a further date. She stated that the vendors appear to be confused and she would like to give them more time to review. 
Ron stated that he agreed with Lynn and would like to give time for people to further review. 
The board decided not to hold any vote tonight and would have this on their agenda in September. Based on a question from Eric Lucentini, Fritz stated that written testimony is welcome, however there is no intention to hold a second public hearing. 

4:46pm RK Moved to adjourn, LD Second – vote was unanimous 

Attachment: Handout from Ken Elstein 
Next Meeting
No next Board of Health meeting was scheduled




