Town of Shelburne
Board of Health Meeting Minutes
Date: Thursday, April 2, 2026
Time: 9:00 AM
Location: Via Zoom
Attendees: Fritz Vohr (Chair), Ron Kelter, and Lynne Dole, 
Absent: None 
Staff: Randy Crochier 

Guests: Ilana Gerjuoy (FRCOG), Dr. Stefan Topolsky, Sarah Davenport (left approx. 930AM)

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:11 AM. 

Tobacco Regulation Policy Updates
Overview:
The Board focused primarily on Shelburne’s pending tobacco regulation updates, comparing approaches taken by neighboring towns, including Buckland. The discussion centered on setback requirements, permit limits, and possible adoption of a nicotine-free generation (NFG) policy.
Key Discussion Points:
Setbacks: Randy recommended a 1,000-foot setback from schools for tobacco retailers. Ilana confirmed that Buckland had recently adopted the same distance requirement.
Permit Cap: Buckland’s Board of Health voted to reduce its cap to one tobacco sales permit town wide. Shelburne officials noted this approach for comparison.
Nicotine-Free Generation: Buckland continues to deliberate on adopting a nicotine-free generation policy versus maintaining the age 21+ restriction. Shelburne will create two draft versions of the regulations—one incorporating the NFG concept and one maintaining the current standard.

Nicotine Pouches: The group reviewed Buckland’s consideration of restricting nicotine pouches to adult-only retailers. Ilana clarified that Shelburne has no existing adult-only retailers and that smoking bars are already prohibited in town.

Smoking Retailer Regulation and Violation Fines
Retail Categories:
Ilana reviewed categories of smoking retailers and noted that surrounding towns have effectively prohibited nicotine pouches by linking sales to adult-only establishments.

Violation Fines:
The Board discussed Massachusetts Association of Health Boards (MAHB) recommendations to separate state and local fines.
State fines: $1,000 for first offenses, $2,000 for second, $5,000 for third.
Local fines: May be set at lower amounts for lesser infractions (e.g., signage issues).
Tiered local penalties: The Board discussed 2 days for first violation, 4 for second, and 7 for third, to ensure sufficient enforcement time.

Buckland Regulation Testimony and Coordination
Ilana and Randy outlined the status of Buckland’s regulation process, noting that a vote had not yet occurred. The towns remain coordinated to align policies where practical. Ilana and Randy will prepare a written summary and testimony describing key decision points for Fritz to present to the Shelburne Select Board on Tuesday, April 7 at 5:45 PM. 
Randy reminded the Board that while it may be nice to align with Buckland, it is not required and each town needs to follow its process and come to it’s own conclusions. 

Tobacco Regulation Implementation and Next Steps
The Board agreed to await Select Board feedback before making final determinations on regulatory language. Ilana will prepare two draft regulation versions—one including the NFG policy and one without—for further review.
Ilana and Randy offered to prepare written summary/testimony for Select Board presentation by Fritz, 

The possibility of a joint public hearing with Buckland was discussed. Randy confirmed that a joint session is permissible if both towns adopt identical regulations, though each would need separate notice postings and votes.

Battery Energy Storage Systems
Lynn raised concerns about forthcoming state health and safety guidelines for battery energy storage systems, due to take effect in July 2026. She emphasized the importance of early Board of Health involvement in planning decisions for such projects.

Fritz announced he can’t attend the MAPCO meeting on Tuesday, April 7. Randy or his designee will be present. 	Tuesday, April 7

Next Meeting
The next Board of Health meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 5, 2026, at 9:00 AM via Zoom.

10. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 9:54AM
