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Called to Order 9;02am

Present – members Fritz Vohr, Ron Kelter, Lynn Dole 
Randy Crochier – Board of Health Agent, Illana Gerjuoy, Prevention Strategy Coordinator FRCOG (left meeting at 925am), Josh Pruett  (joined meeting 1035)
Review of local tobacco regulations – 
The Board of Health meeting focused on reviewing a proposed update to Shelburne's local tobacco regulations. Randy explained that the board would not be voting on the regulation that day but rather discussing it to build a version for a future hearing. He clarified that local boards can only strengthen, not weaken, state regulations, with yellow highlights indicating state-mandated language and green highlighting policy decisions for the board to make.
The Board went through a document provided by Illana that clearly defined the changes in this version of the regulations as compared to the existing local regulation Shelburne. 
The group discussed signage requirements for tobacco sales, with Randy suggesting adding a "We Card All" sign similar to Northampton's implementation. They agreed this would help cashiers enforce ID checks consistently.
The board discussed tobacco sales regulations, agreeing to maintain a cap of five permits,
thus allowing one additional permit than currently active.

The group discussed local regulations for tobacco sales, focusing on fines and permit suspensions for violations. They agreed to keep suspension periods the same as the existing regulations. Randy is to check these numbers, while allowing for lower local fines of $100-$300 compared to state fines of $1,000-$5,000 for those items where that can occur. Randy explained how the Pioneer Valley Tobacco Coalition manages records of violations and compliance checks, and the group decided to maintain a 36-month tolling period for offenses.

The Board asked Randy to review the setback distances for retailers to schools, etc. as well as to other tobacco retailers and present his recommendations at another meeting. 

The board then reviewed the draft regulations, with a focus on whether to implement nicotine-free generation or maintain an over-21 age limit. Randy explained the process for advertising and holding a hearing, noting that the board could decide to become a nicotine-free generation community or remain an over-21 town. Fritz agreed to present the information to the Select Board before making a final decision, as the board recognizes that it has the authority to proceed independently but chooses to consult with the Select Board as a best practice.

The Board asked Randy to complete the draft regulation, provide the completed draft to the member for review and ask Terry to place discuss possible revised tobacco regulations including NFG or Over-21 on the next agenda.  

Randy reminded the members that there is no deadline for making a final decision. Further he reviewed the advertising process, including notifying all existing retailers and timeline for that. 

MAPHCO Representative –

The Board, by accepted Fritz’s offer to volunteer to be the primary representative to MAPHCO and have the CPHS as the secondary representative. Randy to submit the paperwork to MAPHCO. 

Next Meeting - 

April 2, 2026 at 9am. 

Respectfully submitted
Randy Crochier
CPHS Program Manager 



